
Shipmate’s Guide 


A hoy, ye hearty Shipmates! Thank you for agreeing to shepherd a 
group of kids during our upcoming VBS! 


You'll have a crew of four to six children under your capable care. 
Crews are small groups where kids will make their closest friends. 
They'll travel to all the Bible learning sites with you as their guide. 
Kids will look to you for security, guidance, bathroom breaks, and 
problem solving. 


You'll not be leading any activities. Your job is to help kids 
get the most out of what goes on at each Bible learning site. 


• Some kids get easily distracted. You'll gently help them refo¬ 
cus on the activity. 


• Some kids may have trouble getting along. You'll encourage appro¬ 
priate, positive interaction. 


• Some kids may have difficulty cooperating with other members of your crew. You'll 
emphasize the importance of teamwork and suggest appropriate ways to become 
involved. 


All of your conversation with kids in your crew needs to be positive, affirming, and 
encouraging. Check out these examples of howto communicate. 


Say . . . 

Rather than . . . 

• Did you catch those instructions? 

If you listen up, you'll know what to 
do next. 

• Be quiet. 

• Can you tell me about the Captain’s 
instructions? 

• That’s wrong. 

• We need every crew member on board. 

Let's work together. 

• Get over here where you belong. 

• How can we work together so everyone 
can finish the project? 

• Stop hogging the supplies. 

• How about keeping that in your treasure 
bag so you can find out what's 
happening next? 

• Put that away and pay attention. 







